










T H E B A R N E S R E V I E W • P. O . B O X 1 5 8 7 7 • WA S H I N G T O N , D . C . 2 0 0 0 3 • M AY / J U N E 2 0 1 3 • 9

sail, with about 100 male settlers aboard. By 1607 they
had established the settlement of Jamestown in Virginia
on a bit of land the Indians chose not to live on. Supplies,
and additional settlers, came in 1608.

The land at Jamestown was hot, humid, infested with
disease-carrying mosquitoes, and the settlers were mostly
aristocrats and artisans, who didn’t know how to farm,
fish or hunt food animals, or to gather nuts and berries.
They spent most of their time goofing off or looking for
gold, which was not around there.

Doherty says the tents sent over as temporary shelters
in the first landing were already rotten, after having been
used two decades earlier by English soldiers fighting the
Spaniards in the Netherlands. They were in tatters before
even being erected in Virginia. Settlers were supplied with
equipment to refine gold and silver but no farming tools.

It is quite amazing how inept the whole settlement ef-
fort was. You would think that if they learned nothing

from the Templars, who had been as far west as Min-
nesota, centuries earlier (see TBR January/February
2010), that they would have learned something from the
English “plantations” that had been planted in Ireland not
long before Jamestown.

THE ADVENTURE OFTHE SEA VENTURE

On June 2, 1609, the Sea Venture, flagship of the
“Third Supply” (six ships and two pinnaces), departed
London.

The Sea Venture was a 300-ton armed merchant ship
of the “carrack” style, three masted and about 100 feet
long from bowsprit to sternpost. It is thought she was
built in East Anglia, maybe six years earlier, but really her
provenance is unknown. A short, chubby hull and a high
profile, gave her a tendency to wallow in high seas. Nor
was she well able to sail into the wind. She sailed as part

This painting by historical artist Keith Rocco—one of a series he has done on Jamestown—shows what the settlement
might have looked like by the mid-17th century. It is a far cry from the town as it appeared shortly after settlement leader
Capt. John Smith returned to England in 1609. That winter is still known as “the Starving Time.” During that winter 154
of the original 214 Jamestown settlers died. Survivors ate leather, and there was a report that one husband ate his wife.

SEE MORE FROM ROCCO AT THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE WEBSITE AT WWW.NPS.GOV.






