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Such was the mission of the Waffen 
SS who came to Oradour-sur-Glane. 
There was no question of massacring 
the population there.3 But the police 
operation turned into a massacre 
when the clandestine ammunition de-
pot exploded. 

TBR: Who, in your view, caused 
the explosion of the clandestine am-
munition depot? 

Reynouard: On this specific point, 
we are reduced to hypotheses sup-
ported by scattered testimonies and 
a few material findings. I devote the 
ninth chapter of my book Oradour: 

The Cry of the Victims to this issue. 
In my opinion, Maquisards who had 
been unable to flee upon the arrival 
of the Waffen SS had taken refuge in 
the attic spaces of the church, near 
their arsenal. Denounced by a villager, 
they sought to create a general panic 
that would allow them to escape 
through a side door of the church. 

This exit led to the presbytery gar-
dens and from there to the surrounding 
countryside, since the church stood 
on the edge of the village. They there-
fore set fire to the depot located under 
the roof. They believed that the ex-
plosions would not spread to the bell 
tower, which was separated from the 
attic by a thick wall fitted with a small 
door. On the other hand, the detona-
tions would produce an intense noise 
and blow off the roofs of the buildings, 
thereby triggering general panic. 

Alas, the explosions did spread to 
the bell tower. As the vault was fitted 
with an oculus, a portion of the burning 
gases was able to pass through it and 
sweep across the nave. Hence the en-
suing tragedy. 

Added to this is the fact that, in 
their hasty flight out of the church, 
some Maquisards ran into the dense 
crowd of women and children. Cries 
then rang out, alerting the Waffen SS 
posted near the sacred place. When 
they opened the main door, they came 
face to face with the Maquisards, 
which led to exchanges of gunfire.4 

TBR: To support your thesis, you 
highlight several material elements 
that are incompatible with the official 
version of the massacre and the burn-

ing of the church. What are the main 
points that do not align? 

Reynouard: They are numerous:   
First, the photographs taken shortly 

after the tragedy show no traces of 
soot around the openings of the bell 
tower. Yet, in the event of a fire, a 
roof made of beams, joists, and tiles 
never burns up in just a few minutes. 
Consequently, for a longer or shorter 
period of time, flames and smoke es-
cape through available openings, de-
positing soot on surrounding surfaces.   

Second, the church’s two bells melt-
ed during the tragedy, except for part 
of the base of each (known as the 
“striking ring”). Yet, as I cite in my 
book, a bell does not melt in a fire (I 
show many examples of bells that 
survived “ordinary” flames); and the 
partial melting shows that certain 
parts of the bells were brought to a 
temperature high enough to melt while 

other parts remained intact, including 
the decorative motifs. This indicates 
that the destructive phenomenon was 
sufficiently violent and rapid to prevent 
the heat from diffusing throughout 
the alloy. This is compatible with an 
explosion, not with a prolonged fire.   

Thirdly, the roof of the bell tower 
was topped by a cross (the ridge 
cross) with a thin brass sphere at its 
base. If the roof had burned for several 
dozen minutes, the sphere would have 
melted. Yet it is intact, though dented, 
and bears a clear mark, as if struck 
by an object the shape of a parallele-
piped. This trace appeared when, vi-
olently projected upward by the blast 
of the explosion, the sphere struck 
the horizontal arm of the cross.   

Fourthly, inside the church were 
two wooden objects: an altar in the 
side chapel dedicated to St. Joseph 
and a confessional in the Chapel of 
the Virgin. In the case of a generalized 
fire, thermal radiation would have 
raised the wood to its ignition tem-
perature, destroying both objects. Yet 
the altar and the lightweight wooden 
confessional survived and bear no 
traces of burning. 

This fact invalidates the fire hy-
pothesis and confirms that of a sudden 
explosion with burning gases sweeping 
through the nave without reaching 
the side chapels.   

Lastly, the bodies of the women 
and children removed from the church 
and then photographed are not car-
bonized but torn apart. A carbonized 
body most often resembles a smooth 
bronze statue: clothing, limb extrem-
ities, hair, and facial features have dis-
appeared. In Oradour-sur-Glane, the 
men who were shot and then burned 
display this characteristic appearance. 

By contrast, the remains of the 
women and children still bear their 
shoes, clothing, and even stockings 
(for the women). The extremities of 
the limbs are intact, and facial features 
and hair remain visible. At most, they 
are superficially burned. These are 
not bodies that remained for hours in 
flames. They are bodies caught in ex-
plosions involving blast waves and 
the projection of debris.   

SS Obersturmbannführer Adolf 
Rudolf Reinhold “Otto” Diekmann, 
battalion com mander of the Das 
Reich SS Division infantry regi-
ment and the ranking officer pres-
ent at Oradour.
















